
 

The Australian Companion Animal Health Foundation 
Annual Report 2009             

 

The Australian Companion Animal Health Foundation (ACAHF) was established in 1989 as a 
non-profit trust of the Australian Veterinary Association (AVA). 

The major aim of the Foundation is to help to fund investigative projects to further our knowledge 
of the cause, treatment and prevention of the clinical diseases of companion animals, mainly 
dogs and cats. 

The foundation raises money through donations from veterinarians and companies associated with the pet industry, pet 
owners and other concerned members of the public. 

All gifts and donations to the Foundation are tax deductible to the donor, under the Income Tax Assessment Act. Donations 
for 2009 totaled $43,982.03 including $4,747.96 from condolence cards. This money will be used to fund research grants for 
2010. The Trustees would like to thank all those people who donated so generously. 

Honorary Trustees oversee the operation of the ACAHF and funds donated to the ACAHF are distributed to clinical research 
projects after careful assessment by a selected Research Committee, consisting of eminent veterinarians from veterinary 
schools and private practices around Australia.  

The Australian Small Animal Veterinary Association (ASAVA), a Special Interest Group of the AVA, generously donates 
office space and administrative support for the Foundation. This helps to keep administrative costs to a minimum and allows 
virtually all the money donated to the Foundation to be used for the benefit of companion animals.  

The type of research that is funded is wide ranging, and is chosen for the direct benefit of companion animal species. Some 
examples would be investigation into arthritis, heart disease, diabetes and cancer that focus on a better understanding of the 
basic disorder, and thus lead to improved methods of treatment and prevention.  
 
The purpose of this report is to publicly acknowledge the generous support that has been given in 2007 to the foundation by 
pet owners, veterinarians and industry.  
 
 

Research funded in 2009 included the following grants 
 

Projects continuing or commencing in 2008-2009 funded from ACAHF general funds. These grants were assisted by funds 
from the Ottie Testa Memorial Fund and the Sue Du Val Memorial Fund.  
 

� Molecular detection of Neospora and Toxoplasma in the cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) and serum of dogs.  A/Prof Peter 
Irwin. Murdoch University. $7,580.00 

 
� Investigation into the Molecular Genetic Causes of Atopy in West Highland White Terriers. Dr Caroline O’Leary. 

University of Queensland. $4,122.00 
 

� Factors predicting relapse from diabetic remission in cats. Prof. Jacquie Rand. University of Queensland. $7,550.00 
 

� MHC disease associations in the cat. The next leap forward. A/Prof Julia Beatty. University of Sydney. $7,500.00 
 

� What causes upper respiratory aspergillosis in cats? Identification of Neosartorya species implicated in an emerging 
clinical syndrome. Dr Vanessa Barrs. University of Sydney. $7,500.00 
 

� Investigations into role of Feline Herpes virus in the development of eosinophilic granuloma complex (EGC) in cats. 
Dr Jacqueline Norris. University of Sydney. $7,500.00 
 

� Role of advanced glycosylation end-products in diabetic cataracts in dogs (part 2). Dr Linda Fleeman. University of 
Sydney. $7,190.00 

 



The Australian Companion Animal Health Foundation 
2009 Annual Report 

 

 2

 
Financial Report 2009 

(unaudited) 

 
Balance at 01/01/2009    $590,441.67 

 

REVENUE   Donations    $39,234.07 
    Interest     $24,256.80 
    Sales of Condolence Cards  $  4,747.96  
 
    TOTAL REVENUE    $68,238.83 
 
 

EXPENDITURE  Research Projects   $41,643.99 
    Printing and Stationery   $  7,074.62 
 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE    $48,718.61 
 

 
Balance at 31/12/2009    $609,961.89 
 

 

ACAHF Trustees 
 

Roger Clarke 
Diane Sheehan 
Garth McGilivray 

Matthew Retchford 
Kersti Seksel 

Liz Walker 
Phil Brain 

Graham Swinney 

ACAHF Grants Committee 
 

Keith Hughes 
Len Cullen 

Mark Krockenberger 
Graham Burgess 

Lindsay Hay 
Steve Holloway

 
 

Donors to the Australian Companion Animal Health Foundation 2009 
 

The Trustees of the ACAHF wish to thank the following donors  
for their generous support in 2009 

 
$1,000-$4,999 
 
Adelaide Animal Hospital 
Alice Springs Veterinary Clinic 
Allambie Veterinary Clinic 
Baulkham Hills Veterinary Hospital 
Bayview Veterinary Surgery 
Chatswood Veterinary Clinic 
Daisy Hill Veterinary Clinic 
Gilling, Dorothy & Stanley 
Haberfield Veterinary Hospital 
Keysborough Veterinary Practice 
Seaforth Veterinary Hospital 
 
$500-$999 
 
Blackburn Animal Hospital 
Canberra Veterinary Hospital 

Frankston Heights Veterinary Centre 
Gladesville Veterinary Hospital 
Harbord Veterinary Clinic 
Maclennan, D in memory of Jake Maclennan 
North Ryde Veterinary Hospital 
Sunbury Animal Hospital 
Swinney, Graham 
Terrigal Veterinary Hospital 
 
$100-$499 
 
Aldgate Veterinary Clinic 
All Pets Vet Hospital 
Allen, Judith in memory of Slynki 
Alstonville Veterinary Hospital 
Avinu, Rochell  
Ballarat Family Petcare Clinic 
Bankovic, Maja in memory of Garfield 
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Bartlett, Mr F. S. in memory of Felix 
Bawden, Anne in memory of Brandy Bawden 
Benchimol, Leonie 
Blatt, Mr & Mrs  
Boulton, Chris   
Brain, Phil 
Burns, Mr & Mrs in memory of Othello 
Cleland, Ann & Bruce 
Costa, J in memory of Barney 
Evans, Charles in memory of Honey and Max 
Farrands, Bruce & Jackie in memory of Frosty 
Hollow, Shirley in memory of Gianni 
Isherwood, Paul in memory of Shadow 
Joy, Lesley in memory of Mr Pieter Bronkhorst 
Judowski, Simone  
Kapper, Michael & Lesley in memory of Barney 
Kenny, Jane a gift from Buster & Kasper McAdam, Lizzi 
Dunstan, Missy Kenny & Bellatrix Maeve Josette Kenny 
Kirkham & Llewellyn, Rod & Barbara in memory of 
George 
Lake, Faye in memory of Clara & Lili 
Madill, Berna in memory of my animals past and 
present and the care of the Alice Springs Veterinary 
Clinic 
Manning, Robert & Christine in memory of Dookie 
Mosman Veterinary Hospital 
Randall, Tracey in memory of Minnie & Pocket 
Snowy River Veterinary Clinic 
St.Anne, M in memory of Albert Keogh 
Stanfield, June & Warren in appreciation of the loving 
and professional care given to our Roxy by Dr. Ingrid 
Walker and Sandra Blunt of North Ryde Veterinary 
Hospital and in memory of our dearly loved pet 
Stewart, Diana in memory of Tara 
Stone, Cherie in memory of Buddy 
Tanilba Bay Vets 
Thomas, Geoff & Narelle in memory of Kitty Thomas 
Walker Street Veterinary Surgery 
Walton, Rita in memory of Tessa 
 
Up to $99 
 
Abrahams, Kay in memory of Joey the Cat 
Adams, Don in memory of Bosun 
Adams, Peter in memory of Bosun 
Aldin, Ted & Marion in memory of Fluffy 
Appleby, Mrs M. S. in memory of Claude Appleby 
Ashby, Robert in memory of Mickey 
Barbera, Sal in memory of Elvis 
Barrymore, Linda in memory of Poco 
Bartley, Jillian in memory of Winston 
Bassham, Brian in memory of Puss 

 
 
 
 

Breen, Mr & Mrs in memory of our darling Claude 
Bridgewater, Cheryl in memory of Nelson 
Buettel, Jean in memory of Charlie 
Café, Nigel in memory of Natasha 
Canales, Gabriela 
Cassap, Debra in memory of Max 
Dixon, Ann in memory of Wicket Dixon 
Dunbar, Susan in memory of Milo 
Edmunds, Jenny in memory of Cleo & Abby 
Ferris, Marie-Jo   
Giavitto, Marco in memory of Rufus 
Gomm, Valerie in memory of Mindy Gomm 
Graf, Judith in memory of Jae 
Haydon, Rosemary in memory of Madeline 
Hayes, P & D  
Heaton, Vivien in memory of Sasha 
Hodgeman, Russell & Patricia in memory of Billy 
Hodgson, Carmel & Eric in memory of Jiminy Cricket & 
Mr Joli 
Jesse, M & A in memory of Fledermaus 
Johns, Steven in memory of Christabell 
Kochevar, Dr Deborah in memory of Cosmo Rawlinson 
La, Nam in memory of Jessie 
Light, Ann in memory of Lexi Light 
Lindsay, Leith in memory of Shad Lindsay 
Lin-Yew-Fai, Mr & Mrs  
Macmahon, Mrs E. A. P  
Marcoola Veterinary Surgery 
Marshall, Kathleen in memory of Fingers 
Muncey, Patricia in memory of Cinta Muncey 
Narellan Veterinary Hospital 
Norris, Ronda in memory of Supré 
Novak, Pat  
Olafson, C  
Oatley Senior Citizens in memory of Mary Hatfield 
Paech, Emi Kaiwa in memory of Paw paw 
Pinkerton, Bob & Iris in memory of Susie Pinkerton 
Prahan Veterinary Hospital 
Queanbeyan Veterinary Hospital 
Raynsford, E in memory of Harley 
Robshaw, Lyn in memory of Annie 
Sewell, Marie in memory of Peanut Sewell 
Simpson, Diana in memory of Mitzi 
Spendlove, Tara in memory of Sally Carulli 
Stephenson, Nick in memory of Tammy 
Stok, Jack  
Suchard, B & S in memory of Jessica 
Sullivan, Louise in memory of my dog Molly 
Taylor, Trish & David in memory of Billie 
Veterinary Specialist Centre 
Vets 4 Pets Mawson Lakes 
Ward, Lorraine in memory of Tara 
Watt, Miss D in memory of 
Samantha 
 
 


