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The Australian Companion Animal Health Foundation (ACAHF) was established in 1989 as a non-
profit trust of the Australian Veterinary Association (AVA). 

The major aim of the Foundation is to help to fund investigative projects to further our knowledge 
of the cause, treatment and prevention of the clinical diseases of companion animals, mainly dogs 
and cats. 

The foundation raises money through donations from veterinarians and companies associated with the pet industry, pet 
owners and other concerned members of the public. 

All gifts and donations to the Foundation are tax deductible to the donor, under the Income Tax Assessment Act. Donations 
for 2010 totaled $44,546.51 including $5,340.73 from condolence cards. This money will be used to fund research grants for 
2011. The Trustees would like to thank all those people who donated so generously. 

Honorary Trustees oversee the operation of the ACAHF and funds donated to the ACAHF are distributed to clinical research 
projects after careful assessment by a selected Research Committee, consisting of eminent veterinarians from veterinary 
schools and private practices around Australia.  

The Australian Small Animal Veterinary Association (ASAVA), a Special Interest Group of the AVA, generously donates 
office space and administrative support for the Foundation. This helps to keep administrative costs to a minimum and allows 
virtually all the money donated to the Foundation to be used for the benefit of companion animals.  

The type of research that is funded is wide ranging, and is chosen for the direct benefit of companion animal species. Some 
examples would be investigation into arthritis, heart disease, diabetes and cancer that focus on a better understanding of the 
basic disorder, and thus lead to improved methods of treatment and prevention.  
 
The purpose of this report is to publicly acknowledge the generous support that has been given in 2010 to the foundation by 
pet owners, veterinarians and industry.  
 
 

Research funded in 2010 included the following grants 
 

Projects continuing or commencing in 2009-2010 funded from ACAHF general funds. These grants were assisted by funds 
from the Ottie Testa Memorial Fund and the Sue Du Val Memorial Fund.  
 

� Canine Atopic Dermatitis – Genomic Studies in Australian Dogs. A/Prof Peter Williamson. University of Sydney. 
$7,500.00 

 
� Can short interfering RNAs (siRNAs) be a new treatment for controlling Feline Coronavirus infections such as Feline 

Infectious Peritonitis? Dr Jacqueline Norris. University of Sydney. $7,500.00 
 

� Oxidative stress, ageing and cognitive dysfunction in dogs as ecological animal model in Alzheimer Disease 
research. Dr Pietro Celi. University of Sydney. $7,500.00 
 

� Use of gabapentin as an adjunctive analgesic for dogs undergoing spinal surgery: a blinded, randomised, placebo-
controlled trial. Dr Sarah Haldane. University of Melbourne. $7,750.00 

 
� Developing a Molecular Diagnostic Test for Polycystic Kidney Disease in Bull Terriers. Dr Caroline O’Leary. 

University of Queensland. $5,784.00 
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Financial Report 2010 
(unaudited) 

 
Balance at 01/01/2010    $609,961.89 

 

REVENUE   Donations    $39,205.78 
    Interest     $31,327.82 
    Sales of Condolence Cards    $5,340.73  
 
    TOTAL REVENUE    $75,874.33 
 
 

EXPENDITURE  Research Projects   $19,385.54 
    Printing and Stationery     $6,086.86 
 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE    $25,472.40 
 

 
Balance at 31/12/2010    $660,363.82 
 

 

ACAHF Trustees 
 

Roger Clarke 
Diane Sheehan 
Garth McGilivray 

Matthew Retchford 
Kersti Seksel 

Liz Walker 
Phil Brain 

Graham Swinney 

ACAHF Grants Committee 
 

Keith Hughes 
Len Cullen 

Mark Krockenberger 
Graham Burgess 

Lindsay Hay 
Steve Holloway

 
 

Donors to the Australian Companion Animal Health Foundation 2010 
 

The Trustees of the ACAHF wish to thank the following donors  
for their generous support in 2010 

 
$1,000-$4,999 
 
Adelaide Animal Hospital 
Alice Springs Veterinary Clinic 
Allambie Veterinary Clinic 
Baulkham Hills Veterinary Hospital 
Canberra Veterinary Hospital 
Chatswood Veterinary Clinic 
Haberfield Veterinary Hospital 
Harbord Veterinary Clinic 
Keysborough Veterinary Practice 
Newcastle Animal Emergency Centre 
Seaforth Veterinary Hospital 
 
 
$500-$999 
 
Bayview Veterinary Surgery  
Blackburn Animal Hospital  

Brain, Philip  
Daisy Hill Veterinary Clinic  
Frankston Heights Veterinary Centre  
Gilling, Dorothy & Stan  
Kippax Veterinary Hospital  
North Ryde Veterinary Hospital  
Stephen Terrace Veterinary Clinic 
Sunbury Animal Hospital  
Wellington Point Veterinary Surgery  
 
 
$100-$499 
 
4 Paws Neutral Bay Veterinary Clinic  
Albion Park Veterinary Hospital 
Allen, Judith     
Alstonville Veterinary Hospital 
Bean, Kerralie in loving memory of Killer  
Benchimol, Leonie   
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Brand, Margaret in loving memory of Max 
Dale, Mrs J. B. in loving memory of Daisy 
Doherty, Kerrie     
Dukes, Shelley   
Galley, Joanne  in loving memory of all Galley pets and 
companions 
Griffin, Margaret in loving memory of Mandy 
Guest, Adam  
Jacobs,  Jenny & Ed in loving memory of Claude 
Lawson, Keith & Annabelle in loving memory of Mick 
Lucas, Cherie in loving memory of Sam 
Ludowyke, Danielle in loving memory of  Zip 
Marcoola Veterinary Surgery 
McPherson, Christine in loving memory of Brandy 
Mosman Veterinary Hospital 
Nielson, Susan in loving memory of Sooty 
Norman, Mr & Mrs P. L.   
Queanbeyan Veterinary Hospital 
Rosenberg, Cheryl & Ray   
Scwarz,  Martin & Barbara  
Swinney, Graham  
Tanilba Bay Vets 
Terrigal Veterinary Hospital 
Van Every, Alyssa in loving memory of Kelsey Keane 
Veterinary Specialist Centre 
 
 
Up to $99 
 
Almond, Julie in loving memory of Scully 
Appleyard, Barry in loving memory of Max 
Australian Veterinary Behaviour Interest Group  
Bastiaanse, Rita in loving memory of Harrison 
Bell, Vicki in loving memory of Linus Ball 
Bitel, H. I. in loving memory of Sapphire 
Boroondara Park Animal Hospital 
Bourke, Vicki   
Bradshaw, Tricia in loving memory of Sooty 
Burns, H in loving memory of Freddie 
Chung, Susan in loving memory of Max 
Dawes, Mrs J. in loving memory of Hector 
Deane, Susan in loving memory of Kosciusko 
Dukes, P in loving memory of Bus 
Dunlevy, Peter & Kathryn in loving memory of Trusty 
Edworthy, Mr I in loving memory of Geisha 
Goodenough, Maria in loving memory of Basil, Julius &  
Nita 
Greenlan, Denise in loving memory of Smidgen 
Greenvale Animal Hospital 
Harley, Richard   
Harvey, Fay   
Hodgson, Eric & Carmel  in loving memory of Mr Joli & 
Jiminy Cricket 
Hulme, Mrs in loving memory of Lexi 
Johnstone, Barbara in loving memory of  Ralph & Jeff 
Joy, Mrs L. in loving memory of  Yeltsin, Tisha, Chester, 
Benny & Ozzie 

Krieg, Barbara in loving memory of Clyde 
Levin, Marianne  in loving memory of Puddycat 
McDonald, Mr & Mrs in loving memory of Hamish 
McElhinny, Margaret in loving memory of Dottie 
McGrory, Alex   
McGuire, Wendy   
McKean, Margaret in loving memory of Bellissimo 
McNaughton, G  in loving memory of Chad 
Morris, Diane & Don in loving memory of Jordan 
Myles, Lady Suzane in loving memory of Evening Star 
Newman, Liz & Tony in loving memory of Dixie 
Osborn,  Jacki in loving memory of Yoda & Zeus 
Portelli,  Antoinette   
Richards, Toni in loving memory of Misty 
Rowville Veterinary Clinic 
Scott, Pat in loving memory of Phoebe 
Snowy River Veterinary Clinic 
Stuk, Jack  
Turner, O D   
Ward, Joan in loving memory of  Snooky 
Wells, Maxine in loving memory of Bandit 
Whiteman, David   
Whitting, Marina in loving memory of Checkers 
Wilson, R in loving memory of Jessie 
Wise, Cynthia J. in loving memory of Tiggy 
Wynne,  Mr N M in loving memory of Sam 
Young, David   
 
 
 
 
 
 


