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The Australian Companion Animal Health Foundation (ACAHF) was established in
1989 as a non-profit trust of the Australian Veterinary Association (AVA).

The major aim of the Foundation is to help to fund investigative projects to further our
knowledge of the cause, treatment and prevention of clinical diseases of companion animals, mainly dogs and
cats.

It raises money through donations from veterinarians and companies associated with the pet industry, pet
owners and other concerned members of the public.

All gifts and donations to the Foundation are tax deductible to the donor, under the Income Tax Assessment
Act. Donations and bequests for 2018 totaled $746,369 plus $4,425 from the sale of condolence cards. This
money will be used to fund research grants for 2019. The Trustees would like to thank all those who donated
so generously.

Honorary Trustees oversee the operation of the ACAHF and funds donated to the ACAHF are distributed to
clinical research projects after careful assessment by a selected Research Committee, consisting of eminent
veterinarians from veterinary schools and private practices around Australia.

The Australian Small Animal Veterinarians (ASAV), a Special Interest Group of the AVA, generously donates
office space and administrative support to the Foundation. This helps to keep administrative costs to a
minimum and allows virtually all monies donated to the Foundation to be used for the benefit of companion
animals.

The type of research that is funded is wide ranging and is selected based on the direct benefit to companion
animal species. Some examples include investigations into arthritis, heart disease, diabetes and cancer that
focus on a better understanding of the basic disorder, and therefore lead to improved methods of treatment
and prevention.

The purpose of this report is to publicly acknowledge the generous support that has been given in 2018 to the
foundation by pet owners, veterinarians and industry.

Research funded in 2018 included the following grants

The list below shows projects continuing or commencing in 2018 that were funded from ACAHF general
funds. These grants were assisted by funds from the Ottie Testa Memorial Fund, the Sue Du Val Memorial
Fund, the Hilda Whitton Trust and The Estate of Patricia Williams.

 Evaluating the safety and in vitro efficacy of prolonged storage of canine liquid plasma.
Claire Sharp. Murdoch University.

 Biomarkers of anaphalaxis in dogs.
Lisa Smart. Murdoch University.

 Safer use of alfaxalone for induction of anaesthesia in cats and dogs with elevated anaesthetic risk.
Ted Whittem. The University of Melbourne.

 Localisation of candidate tumour-virus FcaGHV1 in feline lymphoma using in situ hybridization.
Julia Beatty. The University of Sydney.

 Genomic investigation of outbreaks of feline calicivirus virulent systemic disease in Australian cats.
Vanessa Barrs. The University of Sydney.

 Could the newly discovered canine tick-borne pathogen Hepatazoon canis really be endemic in Australia.
Peter Irwin. Murdoch University.
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Financial Report 2018

Balance at 01/01/2018 $1,694,454

REVENUE Donations $35,981
Bequests $710,388
Sales of Condolence Cards $4,425
Interest & Dividends $74,788

TOTAL REVENUE $825,582

EXPENDITURE Research Projects $72,873
Administration Expenses $6,629
Investment Expenses $88,245

TOTAL EXPENDITURE $167,747

Surplus for year $657,835

Balance at 31/12/2018 $2,352,289

2018 ACAHF Trustees 2018 ACAHF Research Committee
Roger Clarke
Bruce Parry
Liz Walker

Garth McGilvray
Matthew Retchford

Phil Brain
Graham Swinney

Mark Krockenberger
Graham Burgess
Steve Holloway
Martin Combs
Anne Peaston
Anthea Raisis
Joanne Meers
Ted Whittem

Donors to the Australian Companion Animal Health Foundation 2018

The Trustees of the ACAHF wish to acknowledge the generous bequest from The Estate of the
Late Elizabeth Ruth French and thank the following donors for their kind support in 2018:

$5000+
Benchimol, Leonie
The Estate of the Late Elizabeth Ruth French

$1,000 – $4,999
Adelaide Vet
Alice Springs Veterinary Hospital
Baulkham Hills Veterinary Hospital
Blackburn Animal Hospital
Chatswood Veterinary Hospital
Cottesloe Vet
Danko, Ron & Isabelle on behalf of Leonie
Benchimol
Frankston Heights Veterinary Centre
Seaforth Veterinary Hospital
The Animal Doctors @ Pakenham
Westernport Veterinary Clinics
West Pennant Hills Veterinary Hospital

$500 – $999
Aldgate Veterinary Clinic
Allambie Veterinary Clinic
Haberfield Veterinary Hospital
Harbord Veterinary Clinic
Hodge, Norman on behalf of Leonie Benchimol
Horsham Veterinary Hospital
Kaseman, Melvern on behalf of Leonie Benchimol
Keysborough Veterinary Practice
Lipson, Garry on behalf of Leonie Benchimol
McAndrew-Curtis, Julie in loving memory of Indiana
Stephen Terrace Veterinary Clinic
Stuk, Diane on behalf of Leonie Benchimol
Terrigal Veterinary Hospital
Whiteman, Bianca on behalf of Leonie Benchimol
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$100 – $499
Ahmed, Jill in loving memory of Chloe
Angus, Alec in loving memory of BD
Bayview Veterinary Surgery
Bialylew, Mooky on behalf of Leonie Benchimol
Busuttil, Maureen in loving memory of Roxie
Coates, Rose in loving memory of Ness
Fayman, Yvonne & Ian on behalf of Leonie
Benchimol
Fink, Chana on behalf of Leonie Benchimol
Greenvale Animal Hospital
Hewitt, Miranda
Kafka, Judi on behalf of Leonie Benchimol
Lipp, Jonathon on behalf of Leonie Benchimol
Llewellyn, Lachlan in loving memory of Max
Smith, Jo in loving memory of Crystal & Angel
Stones Corner Veterinary Surgery
Sydney Animal Behaviour Service
Than Aye, Marion in loving memory of Baci
Turley, Rosemary
Turner, Ann & Larry in loving memory of Choppa
Walter, Leisa
Webster, Judy in loving memory of Jock
Weston Creek Veterinary Clinic

Up to $99
Alstonville Veterinary Hospital
Andrew, Jill & Bill in loving memory of Wally
Cooper, Ray in loving memory of Rocky
Cotterell, Frank & Julie in loving memory of Muffin
Craig Family in loving memory of Cuddles
Evans, Catherine in loving memory of Snippet Bolitho
Faddy, Jennifer in loving memory of YMS's Cat/s
Holmes, Patricia in loving memory of Tayla & her
other beloved pets
Innamorati, Yole in loving memory of Nuala
Jones, Joanne in loving memory of Jimmy
Lazzarich, Cathy in loving memory of George
Lucas, Heather & Paul in loving memory of Charlie
Marcoola Veterinary Surgery
McGuire, Wendy in loving memory of Claudie Boy &
Sam
Nunn, Dr Suzanne in loving memory of Jean & Bram
Cassidy
Roth, Patrizia in loving memory of Monti, Tasha &
Sara
Rubinstein, Naomi on behalf of Leonie Benchimol
Snowy River Vet Clinic
Strong, K in loving memory of Minnie
Tabaka, Mrs J in loving memory of Kitka
Whitehorse Veterinary Hospital


